
Partner Reading
Teaching Lesson

Before the Students Arrive:

1. Identify partner pairs.

2. Identify the stories that the children will be reading during the paired practice. Subtract 5 lessons from the lesson they are currently being instructed in. For example, if children are in lesson 85 in Level II, then start with story 80. If students are in lesson 17 in Level II, start with story 12 in Level II. You may want to skip stories that students had particular difficulty with (i.e., many word reading errors) as this time is to provide student time to read accurately and with good pace. If you note students are reading with less than 97% accuracy, you may want to skip back 5 more lessons (or until students are reading with over 97% accuracy).
3. Mark the story for the lesson in each of the student folders with a sticky note.

When Working With the Students:

1. Tell the students that they will be reading stories with partners. Tell the students who their partners will be. 

2. Direct students to sit with their partners and pass out the folders.

3. Direct students to open to the story for the lesson (marked by the sticky note).

Teacher Initial Re-Read:

4. Give the students the following directions:  “I’m going to read the story to you as you follow along with your finger, and I’m going to make some errors. As soon as you hear me make an error, say “Stop”.  What are you going to say when you hear an error? (signal) stop. Then you are going to tell me the right word.” Read at about a one word per second (or less) pace.
5. Students are to follow the procedure for catching errors following along as the teacher reads. The teacher is to make errors while reading (not more than 3 errors in a story). The children are to say, “stop” when they hear an error. 

6. The teacher then says “Tell me the right word, _____ right ______ .” Then go back to the beginning of the sentence/line and reread the sentence correctly. Don’t make more than one word reading error in a sentence and no more than 3 for a given story.   Repeat the story and practice until students are successful and firm. Praise children for following along and catching errors.  

Partner Re-Read:

7. After reading the story to them, tell the students that they will now read with their partners. If there are more than two groups of pairs (i.e., more than 4 students), identify and “A” and “B” team in order to give directions about which student in the pair reads first. However, if there are only a few students, it may be easier to tell the students who reads first by name. 

8. Give the students the following direction: “The B team (or student name) goes first and reads all the way through. The A team (or student name) follows along. If the reader makes an error, the partner says “stop” and tells the partner the right word. Raise your hand if you are going to read first. (Monitor responses). Begin.”
9.  Monitor and provide feedback including praise for reading accurately and catching errors. 

10. After the first child has read the story, tell them that it is the partner’s turn to read the story.

Repeat the teaching lesson with new stories each day until partner pairs are successful working independently. After students are successful with the teaching lesson, follow these procedures for the Daily Lesson:
Daily Lesson 

(Short Form, After Students Understand Procedures)
1. Place a sticky note on the story for that lesson.

2. Direct student to sit next to their partners and to open to the correct story.

3. Tell the students that you will read the story first and they will listen for errors. Remind them what to do when they hear an error.  (“Tell me the right word? ___, right ___.” Go back to the beginning of sentence/line and reread with no errors. Remember no more than one error in a sentence.)
4. Read the story while the students follow along with their finger. Do not make more than 3 errors in a story. 

5. Direct the students to read with their partners. Monitor and provide feedback when necessary.

Helpful Tips and Hints:

· Students may need explicit modeling and practice with feedback on how to say “Stop” in a polite tone and soft voice. Provide reminders as necessary.

· During initial training you may want to play the “Stick” game (stopping periodically to ensure all students are following along) and providing incentives for actively reading with you
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