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A Home in the Zoo – Part Three

1.
The goose had told the moose that they were going to float to the zoo. The moose asked, “How can we float to the zoo?”

2.
The goose said, “We will float in the sky. We will ride in a big balloon.” The moose looked up in the sky and said, “Oh.”

3.
So the goose called a balloon shop and ordered a big balloon.  But when the balloon came, the moose started to get cold feet. He said, “I don’t know about this. I have never been flying before, and I am scared.”

4.
“Oh come on,” the goose said, “Flying is fun. Trust me. You will have fun in the sky.”

5.
The moose said, “I think I’m too scared to get in that balloon.  What happens if it falls out of the sky?”

6.
The goose said, “Well, I’ll just fly away.” “And I’ll fall down, like a rock,” the moose said. “No thanks, I’ll stay here.”
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A Home in the Zoo – Part Four

1.
The moose was scared. He didn’t want to get into the balloon. The goose tried to talk the moose into going. “That balloon isn’t going to fall out of the sky,” he said. “And I won’t go without you. The two of us will go, or the two of us will stay here. And I want to go.

2.
The goose did lots and lots of talking that day. By the time the moon was coming up, the moose said, “Okay, I will go.”

3.
The next morning, the goose jumped into the basket of the balloon. “Let’s go,” he said to the moose.

4.
And the goose kept talking as the moose slowly got into the basket. That poor moose was shaking with fear.

5.
Then the balloon started to go up and up. Soon it was up in the sky.

6.
The ride was very smooth, but the moose was still scared. He kept saying, “Why am I doing this? I want to go home.” The goose said, “We will soon be over the zoo.”
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A Home in the Zoo – Part Five

1.
It was nearly dark out. The moon was big and shiny. The goose said, “I see the zoo below.”

2.
The moose said, “I want to go home.” The goose said, “I will try to land the balloon where the other moose live.”

3.
But just as the balloon was getting set to land on the roof of the mouse home, a wind came up. The balloon went north.

4.
And when the balloon landed, the moose looked out and said, “What is this? We are not in the moose home.”

5.
The next morning, lots of folks came to the zoo to see the lions and tigers. They came to see the birds and the apes. But the biggest crowds gathered near the baboon home.

6.
The folks did not believe what they saw. Inside were 56 baboons, and a hot air balloon, and one big moose. That moose had three baby baboons and one goose sitting on his back. Everybody said, “What a wonderful show.”
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Who is Smarter? – Part One

1.
One time the bragging rats yelled and bragged for a week. They were bragging about how smart they were. The rat with the big yellow teeth kept saying, “I am so smart that I know more things than anyone else.”

2.
The other bragging rat kept saying, “I forgot more things that you will every know.”

3.
Those bragging rats told many lies. By the end of the week, the other rats were not able to stand it anymore. So some of them went to the wise old rat.

4.
They asked him, “What can we do to stop the bragging rats from yelling all the time?” The wise old rat said, “I think I have a plan that will keep them from talking for many days.”

5. Later that day, the wise old rat went to visit the bragging rats. The wise old rat had two feathers. He told the other rats that these feathers were part of his plan to make the bragging rats stop talking.

6. What did the wise old rat plan to do with the feathers? You will see next time.
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Who is Smarter? – Part Two

1.
The wise old rat had a plan to make the bragging rats stop talking and yelling. He took two feathers with him. They were part of his plan.

2.
When he came up to the bragging rats, the rat with the yellow teeth was saying, “I am so mart that nobody can fool me or play tricks on me.”

3.
The other bragging rat started to say something, but the wise old rat said, “Wait. There is a way to see who is the smartest rat.”

4.
The bragging rats stopped yelling and listened. The wise old rat waved the feathers at the bragging rats and said, “A smart rat can stand so a feather stays on the end of his nose. If you keep the feather on the end of your nose for a long time, you are very smart.”

5.
The rat with the yellow teeth said, “I can keep that feather on my nose for a week.”

6.
The rat with the long tail said, “I can do it way longer than that.”
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Who is Smarter?  - Part Three

1.
The wise old rat had a plan to keep the bragging rats from talking. He told them that the smarter rat can stand with a feather on his nose.

2.
The wise old rat said, “Before you start, let me show you how hard it is to keep the feather from floating away.”

3.
He set the feather on the end of his nose. Then he said, “You see, it…” As soon as he said, “you,” the feather went sailing into the air.

4.
The wise old rat said, “You see, it is not easy to keep a feather on your nose. But if you are very smart, you will think of a way to do it.”

5.
The rat with the yellow teeth said, “I know how to do it, but I’m not going to tell anybody else.” The rat with the long tail said, “I know how to do it too, and I can do it better and longer than you can.”

6.
“No, you can’t,” the rat with the yellow teeth said. “I’m the smartest rat, and I am ready to show you that I am.”
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Who is Smarter? – Part Four

1.
The bragging rats believe that the feathers show how smart they are. The wise old rat set a clock near the bragging rats.

2.
Then he set a feather on the nose of each bragging rat. He said, “The clock will show us how long you can keep the feather on your nose.”

3.
Both the bragging rats were smiling, but they did not say a thing. They were thinking, “I know that I can’t talk or the feather will float away.”

4.
The bragging rats were still all day long. The wise old rat let them take time out to eat lunch and supper. At the end of the day, he told them, “We do not have a winner. So your are both very smart.” “No,” both the bragging rats said. “I am the smartest.”

5.
So they did the same thing the next day and the day after that. While each bragging rat was standing with a feather on his nose, the other rats were happy. They did not have to listen to lies and yelling.

6.
Every now and then a rat walked by the bragging rats and said, “My, my. How smart you both are.” And each bragging rat smiled and said to himself, “Yes, I am so smart that nobody can trick me.” Everybody in the rat pack was happy. 
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Gorman and the Toads – Part One

1.
Gorman did not see well. He wanted to go for a boat ride, but he needed somebody to lead him down to the lake. He asked all the other goats, “Who wants to go for a boat ride with me?”

2.
Only one goat said, “I do, I do.” That goat was Joan. Gorman didn’t want to go with her because she talked funny. She didn’t say things one time. She said them two times.

3.
Anybody else says, “It’s a fine day for boating.” Joan says, “It’s a fine day for boating. It’s a fine day for boating.”

4.
Joan was the only goat who wanted to go boating with Gorman. So at last Gorman told Joan, “Okay. Let’s go.”

5.
Joan said, “First, I have to ask my mother. First, I have to ask my mother.” Gorman said to himself, “This will not be a lot of fun. This will not be a lot of fun.”

6.
Joan ran home and talked to her mother. Then she came back and told Gorman, “My mother said I can’t get wet. My mother said I can’t get wet.” Gorman said, “How can you get wet? You will be in a safe boat.”
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Gorman and the Toads – Part Two

1.
Joan and Gorman were on their way to the lake. Joan was leading Gorman. She was also talking. Gorman was thinking, “This may not be a good plan.”

2.
Gorman and Joan walked and walked. Gorman kept asking, “Are we near the water yet?” Joan kept saying, “Not yet. Not yet.”

3.
At last Gorman and Joan came to the dock where the boat was. Gorman said, “I will row. You can sit on the back seat.”

4.
Joan said, “Oh, I hope I don’t get wet. Oh, I hope I don’t get wet.” Gorman said, “How can you get wet? Just sit on the back seat, and you won’t get wet.”

5. But just as Gorman was getting set to row the boat, somebody said, “Hold it. This is my home. Get out.” Joan jumped and said, “Who is that? Who is that?”

6. A big toad hopped from under the seat and said, “I said that. Now get out of my home.” Gorman said, “Who is talking?” Joan said, “It’s a toad. It’s a toad.” Gorman said, “Well, Mister Toad, we are going for a boat ride, and you can’t stop us.”
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