Phonics for Reading 

Placement Test Cheat Sheet

Purpose:

· Placement test can be used to place students into the First, Second, or third Level of Phonics for Reading.

· Placement test can also be used to measure students’ progress in decoding after receiving instruction.

Preparation:

· Make one copy of the Student Form of the Placement Test for each student to read. 

· Can make a copy of the Individual Student Record Form to summarize the number of items correct and percent of items correct for each student during pre and post-tests.

· Can make a copy of the Group Record Form to determine and summarize the placement level of each student in a group.

· Can use the Phonics for Reading Placement Test spreadsheet to summarize class/group performance on the placement test. Each cell in the spreadsheet is automatically color-coded after data is entered to indicate whether students met the 80% passing criterion for each subtest.

Starting Place:

· Start with Subtest A unless you anticipate the student could be placed in a more advanced level. If this is the case, start with a higher subtest.

Procedures:

· Ask the students to read aloud the word in each line of the subtest.

· If a student takes more than 5 seconds to read a word correctly, provide the word and direct the student to read the next word.

· If a student makes 4 or more consecutive errors, stop administering the subtest and have the student read a lower subtest.

· If a student correctly reads the criterion number of word parts for the subtest (80% correct), have the student read the words on the next subtest.

· Stop administering subtests at the point at which the student no longer meets the 80% criterion.

· Based on the results of the subtests, you may choose to place a student at the beginning of a level or at an intermediate point within the level.

Measuring Student Progress:

· When a student completes a level or a portion of a level, the appropriate subtest can be administered to gauge student growth.

