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Helpful Hints for Implementing Phonics for Reading 

General Information

	Set-up & Materials
	· Have all words needed for lesson pre-typed or written on whiteboards before students arrive for group

· Do not pass out workbooks or pencils until students need materials

· Have teacher and student materials marked (post-its) to the correct lesson for the day

· Have students sitting at desks or tables, all facing the teacher

· If all students and teacher are sitting at the same table, teacher should sit between students, not at the end of the table.

· Make sure all materials needed are within the teacher’s reach (e.g., a box where students go to get their folders, pages in folders marked for the day’s tasks, etc.) 

· Keep a bucket or container of pencils with all other materials (instead of having students bring pencils with them)

	Routines
	· Make time to review and highlight the lesson before you teach it as the routines change

· Plan the routines you will use prior to the lesson

· STAR Rules

· Explain and demonstrate the rules for students (e.g., entering the class, how to sit, getting books, tracking reading with fingers, etc.) and PRACTICE them!

· Establish, explain, and demonstrate a routine for what students should do when they enter the group and are waiting for other students to arrive

· Establish, explain, and demonstrate a routine for what students should do when they’ve finished the tasks

· Assign student partners at the beginning of the groups (e.g., chips and salsa, ketchup and mustard, peanut butter and jelly)

	Entry & Finish Tasks
	· 5 x 5 grids (sounds, words, sight words)

· Duplicate sound drill pages from previous lessons

· Rapid reads

· Re-read sentences and passages from previous lessons

· Lines of practice 

	Signaling
	· Make sure you are pointing at the sound/word before asking students to provide a response

· Give students enough think time
· Be consistent on each activity

· Don’t talk while signaling

· Do not provide praise after every response as it will slow down your pace

	Student Engagement & Participation
	· Active Participation

· Say

· Choral

· Partners

· Write

· Do (thumbs up)

· Student/Teacher Game

· Say: We are going to play a game and see who can have the most points by the end of our lesson today. The way you get points is by following these rules. If the teacher catches you not following the rules, she gets a point.

· That was great, now we’re going to do something even more fun!

	Individual Turns
	· Always prompt all students to look at the stimulus materials, think of the response, and then call on a specific student to ensure all students are engaged (e.g., Everybody, time for individual turns. Look at this word, thumbs up when you all know it. (pause) Suzy, what word?)

	Management
	· When completing written work, have students put their pencil down to show they are ready for the next task

	Correction Procedures
	· Model-lead-test

· My turn, your turn, then go back (2 sounds/words, or to the beginning)

· Examples from Phonics for Reading Teachers’ Guide

· Example 1 

· Model: Listen again. That sound is /ooo/.

· Check: What is the sound? /ooo/

· Recheck: Go back to the beginning. Say the sounds again.

·  Example 2

· Model: Listen. /p/ /iii/ /nnn/. The word is pin.

· Check: /p/ /iii/ /nnn/. What is the word? pin

· Recheck: /p/ /iii/ /nnn/. What is the word? pin.

· Example 3

· Model: Stop. The word is big.

· Check: What is the word? big.

· Recheck. Read the words again. What is the first word? hug. What is the second word? big. What is the next word? bug

	Additional Practice
	· 5 x 5 matrix (sounds, words, sight words)

· Rapid reads

· Repeated readings (previously read passages from Phonics for Reading, Read Naturally, or the core.

· Timed Word List Reading  (see p. 7 of Teacher’s Guide)

· Team Timings (see p. 7 of Teacher’s Guide)

· Cross-Out (see p. 7 of Teacher’s Guide

· I’m Thinking of a Word (see p. 7 of Teacher’s Guide)

	Celebrations
	· Pat on the back

· Clam clap

· Quickie handshake

· Thank you, Ms. Right, Mr. Right

· Fireworks clap

· Looking good, looking good, looking really good!

· Hip-hip hooray!

	Time
	· Lessons should be between 45-50 minutes.

· If necessary, can split the lessons into two 30-minute sessions and review sounds and words from the previous day.

· Time left over? Review and extra practice!

	Assessment
	· Placement test (required)

· See Placement Test Cheat Sheet for easy reference to rules.
· We want students to be successful, so start with a section that they can do.

· You can start students where you feel is appropriate, but remember to choose a section that you think he/she will be successful with.

· Check-ups (required)

· Scheduled for every 3-4 lessons.

· 90% of group has to pass (2 errors or less) in order to move on to the next lesson.

· These can be done during independent work.

· Use Phonics for Reading test summary sheet to easily keep track of student performance!

· Can re-administer parts of the placement test after the content has been taught to check whether students have mastered it. Write out directions
· Progress monitoring materials. Write out directions.
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	New Sounds
	· Teacher pronounces a key word and asks students to repeat the word. Then the teacher pronounces the focus sound in isolation and has students repeat the sound.

	Sound Drill
	· This activity is included in every lesson to practice letter-sound correspondences for words in the lesson.

· Teacher says the sounds with the students, then calls on  individual students to say the sounds.

	Letter-Sound Associations
	· It may be helpful to direct students to put their fingers under the underlined sounds. These directions are not provided in teacher wording

	Blending Sounds
	· Teacher pronounces the separate sounds within a word without stopping between the sounds (may use a finger to indicate each phoneme). Then students say the word fast.

**remember to hold your hand in a way tat shows the sounds from left to right for the students**

	Segmenting Activities
	· Teacher provides the words to students the fast way and students segment words into phonemes using their fingers to indicate each phoneme (it is not essential that the students have correct left-right orientation).

	Word Practice
	· Teacher writes examples from the lesson for all students to see. The teacher models a sounding-out strategy for students and then sounds out a word with them. Then, the teacher has the students independently sound out the word and say the whole word. 

	New Words
	· In lines 1-3, teacher asks students to identify the difficult sounds before reading the words.

· In lines 4-5, teacher asks students to sound out the words to themselves before saying the words out loud. 

· In the second part of the activity, the same five lines appear with a picture in front of each line. The student looks at each picture and circles the word that goes with the picture.

	Review Words
	· Teacher asks students to read a line of words to themselves.

· When all students can pronounce the words, they read them chorally.

· Teacher then asks individual students to reread the words in a line. 

· At the end of the activity, the teacher reads a series of incomplete sentences and asks students to select a word from each line to complete the sentences.

	Sight Words
	· Teacher first models the pronunciation of each sight word and asks students to repeat the words.

· Students then reread the words chorally. Teacher also gives individual turns.

	Challenge Words
	· Students sound out each word part, say each word part, and then pronounce the whole word. 

· More scaffolding needed here? (e.g. teacher models, then has students repeat parts after, then read the word the fast way).

· It may be helpful to have students go back and read the entire row of words the fast way after all steps are complete; you may also give individual turns reading the entire row of words

	Sentences & Stories
	· Students read the sentence silently, then orally.

· If any students rush ahead, the teacher should stop the group and instruct the students to read the sentences together.

· After students have read each sentence, it is okay for the teacher to reread the sentence to provide a model of fluent reading.

· Students then match each story or story part with the appropriate picture.

	Spelling
	· In each lesson, teacher will dictate four words and a sentence to the students.

· Students slow down the pronunciation of each word, say the sounds, and write the corresponding letters.

· Students correct their own spellings against a visual model.

· Fix-ups:

1. Have students cross out the mistake.

2. Have students rewrite the entire word

	High Frequency Words
	· It is okay to include the wording, What word?” during the spell and read step

· Keep pace brisk

	Practice Activities 
	· Teacher introduces each practice activity and monitors the completion of the first two items to make sure students understand the directions and will be able to do the task without assistance.

· If time is running out, the teacher should correct mistakes and have students write the score in the box at the bottom of the page
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