Horizons Level A/Fast Track A/B

Supplemental Stories

The following 110 stories are the property of Oregon Reading First and the University of Oregon, July 2009. They were written by Ann Arbogast and Peggy Concillo to enhance reading opportunities for students receiving instruction with the Horizons Learning to Read, Level A (or the first half of Fast Track A/B) program, published by SRA/McGraw Hill.

Due to the unique features of the Horizons programs, decodable text has been limited to the published lessons and stories.  Recognizing the need for at risk students to have more opportunities to read material while applying their skills, these additional stories were developed, incorporating the visual prompts (blue letters, underlining and ‘squiggly’ marks) that are a critical element in the success of these students learning to read.

The format of the stories:

· Each story is labeled by the Horizons A and corresponding Horizons Fast Track A/B lesson to be completed before students will have mastered the decoding skills needed to read the story independently.

· Each story heading includes the total word count for that passage (not including any titles or closings).

· Stories for lessons 46-95 (Level A) are printed as ½ sheets.

· There is a new story for every Level A lesson #46-155 

· When photocopying, the blue letters appear gray, unless you print them in color.  Suggestions are to have students trace blue letters with a blue pencil, crayon or highlighter to make the prompts more obvious.

Suggestions for using the stories:

· Ideally, students would read the story initially with an instructor for accuracy.  All decoding errors need to be corrected immediately and the sentence reread correctly, just as in the Horizons lessons. Because each story is 100% decodable for the lesson indicated, students should be able to read them with a high (95%) degree of accuracy. 

· A lower accuracy rate would indicate that error data from Horizons lessons and mastery tests be examined, to determine if students are at mastery in the program.

· Students would then practice the passage multiple times to build fluency:

· Stories may be copied and placed in “fluency binders” or notebooks for students to access for rereading during independent work time.

· Stories may be used as part of your classroom fluency time, partner reading or whatever procedures you have in place.

· Stories may be copied and used as homework practice, incorporated into whatever home-reading program you have in place.

· Stories may be used as part of a reteaching or “double-dose” instructional session..

· THEY ARE NOT TO TAKE THE PLACE OF HORIZONS LESSONS.

