Oregon Reading First District and School Statement of Assurances

Assurances are hereby provided that ________________________ School District and School Board will use the funds appropriated under the demonstration authority in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Title I, Part B, Subpart 1 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act), the federal legislation that undergirds the Oregon Reading First program (as appropriated from amounts under section 1002(b)(1)):

1. to supplement, not supplant federal, state and local funds the education agency or school(s) would otherwise receive,

2.
to comply with the general assurances in section 9306 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act:

(a) ASSURANCES- Any applicant, other than a State educational agency that submits a plan or application under this Act, whether separately or pursuant to section 9305, shall have on file with the State educational agency a single set of assurances, applicable to each program for which a plan or application is submitted, that provides that: 

(1) each such program will be administered in accordance with all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

(2)(A) the control of funds provided under each such program and title to property acquired with program funds will be in a public agency or in a nonprofit private agency, institution, organization, or Indian tribe, if the law authorizing the program provides for assistance to those entities; and

(B) the public agency, nonprofit private agency, institution, or organization, or Indian tribe will administer the funds and property to the extent required by the authorizing statutes;

(3) the applicant will adopt and use proper methods of administering each such program, including — 

(A)  the enforcement of any obligations imposed by law on agencies, institutions, organizations, and other recipients responsible for carrying out each program; and

(B)  the correction of deficiencies in program operation that are identified through audits, monitoring, or evaluation;

(4) the applicant will cooperate in carrying out any evaluation of each such program conducted by or for the State educational agency, the Secretary, or other Federal officials;

(5) the applicant will use such fiscal control and fund accounting procedures as will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to the applicant under each such program;

(6) the applicant will — 

(A)  submit such reports to the State educational agency (which shall make the reports available to the Governor) and the Secretary as the State educational agency and Secretary may require to enable the State educational agency and the Secretary to perform their duties under each such program;

The District and School further assures that:

3. it will determine which schools will participate in this grant application.  Such determination will be based on results of the school readiness survey, the assertion that the district has the capacity to support the number of schools proposed and the willingness and interest of the schools’ teaching and administrative staff 

4. it will fully carry out each of the activities described in its approved grant application

5. it will use the grant funds only for eligible school(s) and only for those purposes as described in the approved district application and in the state application

6. it will request and receive written approval from the Oregon Director of Reading First prior to implementing any changes to its approved budget or program 

7. it will, for Reading First School(s) select, purchase, and implement only comprehensive reading programs, supplemental reading materials, and intervention programs that have been annotated and/or reviewed favorably by the Reading First Curriculum Review Panel.  Selection will occur following the first Institute on Beginning Reading.  The material selected will not be layered on top of non-research based reading programs.  The selected materials will align to Oregon’s new K-2 English/Language Arts Optional Curriculum and newly adopted Grade 3 English/Language Arts Standards;

8.
all Reading First schools in the district will use Oregon Reading First identified and approved assessment measures and implement the Oregon Reading First assessment schedule as outlined in the Oregon Reading First State Application;

[continued next page]

The District and School further assures that:


9. 100% of the K-3 staff—including all classroom teachers, Title I teachers, special education teachers, teachers of English Language Learners, pre-service teachers, if applicable, K-12 special education administrators, and school and district instructional leaders and administrators—have been informed and agree to follow the program and assessment guidelines as outlined in the Oregon Reading First State Application.  As new staff members are hired, the district and school assures that as part of the hiring process, prospective staff will be informed of the district’s/school’s Reading First commitments and agree to participation prior to hiring;
10. it will identify and/or train assessment teams that will effectively assist instructional staff and mentor coaches in Reading First schools in conducting student assessments and using student data;

11. the District and Reading First School(s) will comply with all reporting and evaluation components and requirements in order to assess the effectiveness of Reading First Activities and will report data requested by ODE for all categories of students described in the State’s Adequate Yearly Progress Definition;

12. all personnel expenditures will be exclusively related to Oregon Reading First activities;

13. all K-3 staff at Reading First Schools, the principals, and District participants will participate fully in all required meetings, professional development, assessment and evaluation activities described in the state application or requested by the Oregon Department of Education; 

14. it will allocate time each year for the Reading First mentor coach(es) to provide Reading First orientations to newly hired K-3 staff with duties related to reading instruction, principals, and district staff involved in reading instruction in Reading First Schools; and

15. they agree to allow the Oregon Department of Education to withhold from an approved grant the amount necessary to pay the district’s portion of the Institutes on Beginning Reading and the Web based professional development costs.  The Department shall notify the district at the time the stage-one grants are made of the amount needed to pay these costs, withhold the funds from the grant amount, and make payment directly to the professional development provider for the District.

Failure to comply with the above assurances may result in sanctions that may 

include, but are not limited to, repayment, reduction, or revocation of grant award.


Signature of Superintendent: ____________________________________Date: ___________

Print or type Superintendent’s name: _____________________________________________

Signature of Principal:_____________________________________________Date: ____________

Print or type Principal’s name:________________________________________________________






















