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Why is collecting accurate and reliable student performance data important?

The primary purpose for collecting student performance data (e.g., DIBELS, IDEL, SAT-10, Aprenda) is to aid in instructional planning and educational decision-making for individual students and groups of students. The decisions we make based on these data have important instructional implications and many times drive resource allocation. To ensure that the decisions we make about students are valid, it is critical to collect accurate and reliable data. 

	Procedures for Ensuring and Monitoring the Reliability of the IDEL Benchmark Data:

· Ensure that each member of the IDEL assessment team has been adequately trained. As a prerequisite to participating on the assessment team, all testers should have participated in a comprehensive IDEL training and practiced administering the IDEL assessments with 5-7 children.

· Conduct IDEL “refresher” trainings prior to each benchmark data collection time. Note: This refresher training is not meant to serve as an initial training (See Planning IDEL “Refresher” Trainings)

· Shadow the testers. Provide feedback on the standardization of the administration of the measures. The Assessment and Integrity Checklists in the IDEL Administration and Scoring Guide (https://dibels.uoregon.edu/measures/download.php) can be used to observe the testing administration for each DIBELS measure. This feedback is critical for first time DIBELers and Ideleadores.

· Check the scoring on a random sample of booklets for scoring problems.  After scoring is complete, choose a sample of the protocols (i.e., approximately 20%) and check that they all have been scored properly. If systematic errors in scoring are identified in more than 10% of the booklets, re-check all of the booklets.

· Check the data entry of a random sample of scores for data entry errors. If errors in data entry were made in more than 10% of the scores, re-check all data entries

Additional Procedure:

· Retest a random sample of students (i.e., approximately 10%) and look for any discrepancies in scores. Considerations in this process include: re-testing within a short time frame (i.e., one or two weeks), preparing extra testing materials, and identifying a process for comparing scores (i.e., entering in a spreadsheet).

	Resources: 
· IDEL Administration and Scoring Guide https://dibels.uoregon.edu/measures/download.php
· Approaches and Considerations of Collecting Schoolwide Early Literacy and Reading Performance Data  (Harn, 2000) http://dibels.uoregon.edu/logistics.php





Refresher Training Agenda:


√ Review Administration and Scoring Rules


√ Practice Administration and Scoring


√ Check for Standardization
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