ORF: FAQ 
All FAQ can be found at http://www.dibels.org/faqs.html
DORF only measures speed in reading. What about comprehension?
· Oral reading fluency has been widely and thoroughly researched over the past 30 years and is actually very highly correlated with reading comprehension. The reality is that, in order to comprehend what they read, children need to have good language skills, vocabulary and background knowledge AND they need to be able to read fluently.
Why don’t you tell children to read the title and/or tell them what the passage is about?
· DORF is a measure of whether or not the student has the necessary component reading skills to decode and get meaning from previously unread text. For this reason, we intentionally do not read the title or tell children what the passage is about.

The benchmark goal of 40 words per minute seems too easy. I would not be happy if my best reader read like this at the end of first grade.
· The benchmark goal of 40 words per minute on DORF by the end of first grade, like all DIBELS benchmark goals, is the goal for the lowest performing student.
If a child misses the same word twice, do we count it as an error each time? I would want to correct the child the second time.
· You would count a word as incorrect each time a student reads the word wrong. Remember, DORF is a one-minute assessment; it should inform your teaching but the one-minute assessment is not a teaching moment. If there is a consistent pattern of error types that the child makes, make a note and then teach those skills during instruction.

What should be done if there is some reason to believe that the score obtained by a student is not an accurate reflection of the student’s skill?
· DIBELS measures have robust evidence of reliability and validity but they are still one-minute measures administered at one point in time. The possibility of inaccurate scores is not unique to DIBELS and can occur with any assessment. We therefore recommend validating need for support if there is any question about the accuracy of a student’s score. DIBELS are only one piece of information that teachers have access to when making educational decisions. Teachers may always use additional assessment information and knowledge about a student to validate a score and the decision as to whether or not to provide additional support. One option for validating scores is to retest the student using alternate forms of the DIBELS measures. The progress-monitoring booklet for each measure includes alternate forms that can be used by any trained teacher to retest a child. By retesting students whose skills are of concern, confidence is increased that a low score is indicative of low skills rather than a bad day, illness, shyness, etc. If it seems plausible that a child was uncomfortable with an unfamiliar adult, the child can be retested with a familiar teacher or aide. If the child had a bad day or was sick, he or she can be retested another day. The bottom line is to rule out alternative reasons for a child’s poor performance, and be reasonably confident that the student needs additional instructional support.

