NWF: FAQ
All FAQ can be found at http://www.dibels.org/faqs.html
The first sound that I teach for the letter “e” in my curriculum is the long sound. If my students say the long “ee” sound, do I need to mark it wrong? Isn’t this unfair?
· All of the nonsense words on NWF are phonetically regular words and all of the vowel sounds are short sounds. If a child says a long vowel sound it should be scored as incorrect. Students in kindergarten who are beginning to learn letter-sound correspondences are not expected to get all of the sounds correct. NWF was deliberately designed so that students just beginning to learn the alphabetic principle will be able to say sounds for some on the letters; as they are taught more sounds, their scores will improve. This is why the measure works well to show growth and progress over time. As children learn more sounds, their scores increase score.
I notice that when my students begin to recode, their score goes down on NWF because they take more time when they say, for example, /y/ /i/ /z/ “yiz.”
· Students’ scores may go down when they move from simply saying letter sounds to saying the sounds and recoding the word. The new benchmark goal for NWF is 50 correct letter sounds with at least 15 words recoded. If the number of letter sounds goes down when children begin to recode because they are sounding out and then recoding, you will begin to see the number of recoded words increase. The decrease in number of letter sounds should be temporary. If the students’ skills continue to grow, they will become more fluent in decoding and their skills will continue to increase until they reach automaticity in reading simple VC and CVC words.

Should we teach reading nonsense words in our classrooms so that children will do well on this test?
· Remember that NWF is an indicator of the alphabetic principle. The idea is to teach the basic early literacy skill, the alphabetic principle, in any of the myriad ways that are effective, engaging, meaningful and fun for students NOT simply to teach students to read nonsense words. It is important to teach students a strategy for decoding unknown words. That strategy involves knowing the letter sounds and being able to blend those letter sounds to decode an unknown word. A teacher can teach the strategy without ever teaching the reading of nonsense words. A child who knows letter sounds and can blend them to decode words will do well on NWF even if nonsense words are never used in instruction. Some teachers do use nonsense words as one activity among a variety of activities they use to teach the alphabetic principle; some do not. What is important is to teach the basic early literacy skill.
What if the child says the sounds correctly and then recodes them wrong, for example, for “tob” says /t/ /o/ /b/ , “bot.”
· On all DIBELS measures, when a student gives more than a single response, it is the final response that is scored. On NWF when a child says the sounds and then recodes the word it is the recoded word that is scored. When scoring recoded words (words read as a whole word) the letter sounds must be correct and in the correct place (beginning, middle, end) to receive credit. In the example provided, the child would receive 1 point for the middle sound as the /o/ sound is the only one in the recoded word that is correct and in the correct place.

